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bearing its first fruit. An acre produces between eight and ten tons of fruit, and about five hundred bananas go to the hundredweight. This kind is small, but sweet and very aromatic."
As it was evident that everything I saw filled me with the greatest interest, I was asked to pay a visit to the small museum of the Research Station, in which many remarkable products of Nature and Science were exhibited.
In order to bring up a generation of natives for valuable work on the soil, as well as for social reasons, several hundred orphans are being educated in the Colonia Agricola di Genale under Italian supervision. They learn Italian and receive practical training designed to equip them for work later on large farms.
" Now that you have come so far, you must also see Merca, which is quite close at hand and where six banana ships and several mail-boats call every month. There are already two hundred Italians there, and hotels, restaurants, and cinemas, are open. To the natives Merca is still the Holy City. For that reason it contains numerous mosques and only a single Coptic church."
In Merca there is a delightfully fresh breeze, and streets and squares, market and city are of a considerable charm. Of course, it is now much quieter in the harbour than was the case a year ago, when five ships arrived practically every day, and very much quieter than November 1935 when the first Italian troops landed here.
I should never have expected to find in this small place an institution, of such importance as the Serum Experimental Station, although I had already heard about it in Asmara.
" Before you go, let me quickly show you the skin of a giant python which attacked a camel, crushed and killed it. It was discovered near the river at Genale."
It was twenty feet long. I brought back a number of small snake-skins from Rio, and now they put this unique specimen in the car ! But as it was considerably damaged, which substantially reduced its market value, I had no